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In an August 17 speech delivered in Mexico City, Brazilian President Jose Sarney declared that
regional political and economic unity is necessary to avoid seeing Latin America pay for the
developed nations' economic recovery. Sarney spoke at a dinner in his honor given by his Mexican
counterpart, Miguel de la Madrid. According to Sarney, "We cannot accept the proposal of having
Latin America pay for the economic recovery of the developed world." The Brazilian leader declared
that in finding solutions to the present global economic and financial crisis, "there must be a
just and equitable distribution of the costs of economic recovery. The international economic
and financial system must organized in such a way that it serves everyone," not just a select few.
"Consequently," he said, "a priority of Brazilian foreign policy is to promote continental political
and economic cooperation." The time has come, said Sarney, for Latin American unity, while the
region's history of dependence must be definitively terminated. "We must confront our limitations,
seek our own solutions, and thus, reject imitation and imported [economic] models." Sarney stated
that although economic, political and cultural differences among Latin American countries are
evident, "we also have much in common...directing us to cooperative ventures." He mentioned
the recent peace accord elaborated by the five Central American presidents, which received the
full support of all Latin American nations in the United Nations and the Organization of American
States. Finally, Sarney referred to an upcoming summit of the eight presidents of the Contadora
Group (Colombia, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela) and its Support Group (Argentine, Brazil, Peru
and Uruguay) as an "historic" step toward the formation of a Latin American parliament. Sarney
arrived in Mexico City August 16 for a five-day official visit. Principal topics for discussion between
Brazilian and Mexican officials are potential for expanding bilateral trade, technical and cultural
exchanges; regional political and economic integration efforts; the Central American peace process;
foreign debt; industrialized nation protectionism; and international cooperation for development.
(Basic data from AFP, 08/17/87)
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